
      Issue 10 

March  2016 

N E W S P A P E R  F R O M  T H E  P H O E N I X  F A M I L Y  O F  S C H O O L S  

  

FISHT FT TIMES 

Fishtoft Fun! 1 

Statutory Assessments 2 & 3 

Sporting News 4 

More Sporting News 5 

Attendance Update 6 

Star Fish in Action 7 

Dolphins in Action 8 

Sharks in Action 9 

Diary Dates 10 

Fishtoft Fun             

     Springing into the Easter Holidays! 

   As explained in the previous edition of the Fishtoft Times, the  

   Phoenix Family of schools has been reviewing the curriculum  

   currently delivered within the four schools. After much research,  

   we are delighted to inform you that in place of the International  

   Primary Curriculum, we will be using the Cornerstones              

   Curriculum.  

    This curriculum centres on the belief that children learn better  

    when their interests and fascinations are allowed to flourish, where  

    they are encouraged to explore subjects in a variety of ways and are 

    viewed in terms of their strengths, not their weaknesses. The             

    curriculum is taught through a four-stage teaching philosophy:  

    Engage, Develop, Innovate, Express.  

To engage all children, learning will begin with a memorable first-hand experience. Through   

explore, make and do it will then be developed to improve knowledge and understanding. The 

skills gained from this are then applied to real-life contexts and through a range of creative         

activities children will solve real and imagined problems. Finally, as experts, performers and      

informers children will share and celebrate their achievements. 

 The teachers wasted no time at all, and within an hour of the curriculum arriving in school they 

whisked it away to start their planning for after Easter. Once teachers are familiar with the new 

curriculum and have had an opportunity to plan for the coming terms ahead, we will hold an     

information evening for parents to share with you all that this exciting, inspiring curriculum offers.  

Teachers are also implementing new assessment procedures which see the removal of levels and 

point scores and an introduction to clear, termly, age-related expectations. In addition to the  

continuous informal teacher assessments made within lessons throughout the week, children will 

 be assessed formally three times a 

 year (instead of 6) and their          

 attainment and progress will be   

 reported to you. Again, watch this 

 space for information about a future 

 assessment evening we plan to host 

 after the May half term.  

 Have a lovely Easter Break. We 

 look forward to seeing you all 

 again on Monday 11th April.   
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Key Stage 1-What’s New? 

                                   Do you have a child currently in Year 2? If so, they will be taking the national curriculum tests (SATs) in May 2016.  

                                   The tests will provide information about how your child is progressing, compared to children the same age         
     nationally. They are not qualifications and don’t affect your child’s future options in school. The results are used 
to ensure that schools are teaching their pupils the essential knowledge and skills in the  subjects that are the early building blocks. 
This is to ensure every child reaches their full potential.  

There are changes to the tests this year because the tests are based on the new national curriculum. 

The main changes to the tests this year are: 

• A new test of grammar, punctuation and spelling to check your child is reaching the expected standards with the building blocks of 
writing. 

• A new arithmetic test to check your child’s ability in basic mathematics. 

 

Your child will take these tests during May at a time determined by the school. They are not strictly timed tests. Most    pupils will be 
unaware they are taking them as teachers will incorporate them into everyday classroom practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher assessment is used to report children’s attainment and progress to parents. Teachers will use the key stage 1 test results to 
help them to reach an overall judgement of the standards children have reached in English reading, English writing and mathe-
matics. You will also receive a teacher assessment judgement for science, but there is no science test.  

You will receive your child’s results by the end of the summer term.  

Year 1 Phonics 
As you may or may not be aware, a few years ago the government introduced a ‘Phonics Screening Check’ 
which Year One children have to take. The ‘Phonics Screening Check’ is a government initiative and statutory 
requirement for all schools to carry out.  
 

All checks take place during the middle of June and will be carried out in a quiet room, in a ‘low-key’ manner. 
It is not a big thing- phonics is one of many reading skills. The check will comprise of a list of forty words:      
twenty real words and twenty pseudo words (non-words). 
 

Should any children not reach the government national standard (which as of yet has not been announced for 
this year) extra help will be provided within school. These children will then be able to re-take the check the 
following June when they are in Year 2. 
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Key Stage 2-What’s New? 

                                   Do you have a child currently in Year 6? If so, they will be taking the national curriculum tests (SATs) in May 2016.  

                                   The tests will provide information about how your child is progressing, compared to children the same age      
     nationally. They are not qualifications and don’t affect your child’s future options in school. The results are used 
to ensure that schools are teaching their pupils the essential knowledge and skills in the  subjects that are the early building blocks. 
This is to ensure every child reaches their full potential.  

There are changes to the tests this year because the tests are based on the new national curriculum. 

The main changes to the tests this year are: 

• The inclusion of questions to assess new areas of core subjects in the national curriculum your child has been taught. 

• A new arithmetic test to check your child is progressing with the fundamentals of mathematics. 

 

Your child will take these tests on set dates, unless he or she is absent, when they may be able to take them up to 5 school days 
afterwards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will receive test results for your child in English reading, English grammar, punctuation and spelling and mathematics. There is 
no test for English writing; this will be reported using teacher assessment. You will also receive separate teacher assessment        
judgements for English reading, mathematics and science. 

You will receive your child’s results by the end of the summer term.  

    

   Further information for both key stages 

   Parents should follow the general advice from schools about supporting your child’s learning throughout 
the year. You do not need to prepare your children for the tests. Your child’s teacher will ensure your child is 
prepared.  

Your child’s teacher will be able to answer any queries about the tests, or you can visit www.gov.uk/STA for 
more details. 

If you want to see a sample of the tests your child will take, we have published some here: www.gov.uk/
government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-2016-sample-materials. 

In June we will provide another leaflet to explain how and when the tests and assessments will be reported to 
parents. We will also provide information about how the results are used. Visit www.gov.uk/government/  

          publications/2016-national-curriculum-tests-for-key-stages-1-and-information-for-parents for more details.  
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   Sporting News 
 
 

 

Another Winning Performance 
Our Goal Ball team ventured to Grantham Meres Leisure centre in the early hours of the morning on 

Wednesday 9th March to represent the school at the Lincolnshire School Games County Final. 

The team of Year 3 and 4 children played eleven matches without substitution and fought against tough 

competitors. Their behaviour and sporting attitudes were exemplary; so good that they were overall 

‘Sporting Values’ winners and came back to Fishtoft with a rather nice trophy. We hope you will join us 

in congratulating the winning team- Grace Harwood, Tyler Turner and Alfie Bisby. Well done! 

Cross Country 
Very, very well done to our cross          

country team who competed against 

other schools at William Lovell 

Academy last Saturday.  

The children braved the elements 

(the cold temperatures and drizzle) 

to represent Fishtoft with fantastic 

attitudes. Despite having little      

opportunity to be able to run 1500 

metres, all children completed the    

challenging course and were proud 

of their achievements. 

.  

 

 



With baited breath, a mixture of nerves and                   

excitement, a team Of Year 5 and Year 6 children 

boarded a coach bound for the Thomas                   

Middlecott Academy. On arrival they made their way 

towards a … hall. A very large hall. (We are not sure 

why, but the children never cease to be awe struck 

by halls.) Once inside and having overcome the         

excitement of being in a large hall, the children were 

eager to begin their basketball development day.  

After a series of skill development activities in the 

morning, the children valiantly played small sided 

basketball matches against a number of local          

primary schools. With each match played the team 

grew stronger and together put together some         

excellent passes and  manoeuvres to score vital 

points. Well done to all the players. 

 The photos show that they had an excellent day. 
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   More Sporting News 
Basketball Development Day 

Wow, this hall is big! 



Attendance  
03/09/15 - 21/03/16 

96.41% 

 
 

Can  we  beat 
96% and reach 

our 97%                 
target?  

 

Certificate Surprises 
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As with the last academic 

year,  certificates were       

presented to the children.  

The certificates were          

presented in recognition of 

effort, progress, attainment, 

attitudes to learning and        

contributions to school life.  

Again, the teachers spent the 

last 6 weeks watching,            

waiting, wondering.  

Who stood out from all the 

other hard working children? 

Who deserved a certificate? 

 

 

 

Handwriting 

Starfish: Liepa Bendziute 

Dolphins: Aivonas Dicpetris 

Sharks: Haroldas Karpovas 

 

 

Science 

Starfish: Jake Thompson 

Dolphins: Ronnie Farr 

Sharks: Nicola Szara 

 

 

Maths 

Starfish: Elijah Evans 

Dolphins: Nojus Siksnius 

Sharks: Dainius Vasalauskas 

 

 

Reading 

Starfish: Billy Jaques 

Dolphins: Lacey Newton 

Sharks: Amelia Johnson 

 

 

Writing 

Starfish: Leah Unwin 

Dolphins: Ebony Crozier 

Sharks: Amanda Pecule 

Achievement 

Starfish: Charlie Bisby 
Dolphins: Kacper  Michalak 

Sharks: Diana Alabjeva 
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Attendance Update 

 
100% Attendance Roll of Honour 
We have now been at school for two terms and there are a number of children who have managed 

to fight off the coughs, cold and illnesses which have been doing the rounds just lately. The list of 

children below are striving to achieve 100% attendance for the academic year. Will they do it? 

Tiago   Robin   Amber  Amelia 

   

China  Ellis  Billy     

Spring Term Class Attendance 

1st place:     96.94 %  Dolphins 

2nd place:   96.4 %     Starfish 

3rd place:    95.38%    Sharks 
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Star fish in Action 
Wow; what a great end to the Spring term we have 

had! We really enjoyed ‘Alice in numberland’ for 

maths week . We did lots of maths activities       

including using the mad hatter’s playing cards to 

find all of our doubles. 

We also used the pack of playing cards to find all 

four of each card. We used these in multiplication; 

4 x and 4 lots of each number. 

In our ‘Alice in numberland’ work, we 

wondered who had fallen down the rabbit hole? 

In Literacy we wrote questions, remembering the 

question word and the question mark. 

Spelling  
We have had a big focus on spelling this 

term. Please do remember to practise your 

spellings each week before we have a 

spelling test. We are looking at using our 

vowel spelling patterns as well as common 

exception words (‘tricky words’).  
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Our topic will 
continue for a 
short time after 
Easter. We have 
yet to build a 
shelter and 

complete our self 
portrait artwork. 
So watch this 

space... 
         

Dolphins in Action 

Maths  

In addition to all of this, the Dolphins 

created their own maths challenges for 

our special ‘Alice in Numberland’ 

week. Lots of great maths was achieved 

while having lots of fun too!  

Living Together 
Our new topic this half term has been ‘Living             

Together’. The Dolphins have been busy studying the 

local community and its importance. They have      

written about people within the community and why 

we need them; such as doctors, dentists, shops etc. 

They have also created their own map of the school 

playground and the surrounding areas of the school. 

The Dolphins have created their own posters and    

reports on Fishtoft school comparing past and          

present. Stories with dilemmas and resolutions linked 

to living together have also been written. Through 

PSHE , drama and team building exercises children 

have explored and experienced the necessary skills 

for working together.   

So as you can see it has been 

a very busy few weeks with 

lots of super learning and 

hard work (of course) but   

also great  fun! I think we all 

now all ready for a rest       

before the excitement starts 

over again! :)  

Zoo Lab   
Due to our lack of success finding habitats in 

the school playground the Dolphin class had a 

special visit from Zoo Lab. Thank you to     

parents for keeping it a secret; the children 

had no idea, so it was a great surprise! Most 

children experienced handling a range of 

creatures, including a  large millipede, a corn 

snake, a lizard, a white rat and more.  Some 

children however, were no quite so keen to 

make friends - there were a few tears (sadly 

not ones of joy). I can’t think why. After all 

who wouldn't want to cuddle up with a white 

rat and a large beady eyed corn snake.     

Nevertheless, all children learnt lots of new 

things about their habitats and it was a rare 

and fantastic experience.   

This half term may have been short but it has been incredibly busy! The 

Dolphins have been up to sorts of things. Here are just a few of them... 
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Sharks in Action 
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What has happened to Fishtoft 

Academy? One Monday morning 

we all arrived at school to find a 

very unusual event had happened 

over the weekend. A large rabbit 

hole had appeared on the school 

play area along with some very 

peculiar signs. We had entered 

the zone of Alice in Numberland. 

Each day we were greeted by new 

items and challenges which     

needed to be solved in order to 

rescue Alice from the dangers of 

Numberland. Fortunately we all 

worked very hard to complete all 

puzzles. 

A large rabbit hole, complete with rabbit, 

appeared over the weekend. The signs led to 

many places within Numberland. 

In order to rescue Alice we 

made extending arms to reach 

down to Alice at the bottom of 

the rabbit hole. We had to use 

the skills of measuring, halving 

and some very exact cutting.  

We also made mini trampolines 

to see if Alice could bounce her 

way out of the hole. We used a 

range of household items and 

tested our ideas using ping pong 

balls. We took measurements of 

the height achieved and found 

the average (mean) height that 

Alice could jump to escape the 

hole.  

A huge thank you to all 

the parents and carers 

who completed the  

family maths challenge. 

We had a huge response 

from all classes with 

children winning  Disney 

cards for returned  

entries. Returned    

entries were placed in a 

draw with 3 children 

winning prizes for their 

hard work. 

What might happen if we eat or drink any 

of these items? We multiplied fractions 

to find out the new height of Alice. 

Yet again it is the 

end of another 

term that has 

whizzed by for 

both the children 

and the staff. 

Year 5 and 6 have 

had lots of          

interactive          

sessions based on 

our theme of what 

makes us human. 

This has led us to 

explore the       

physical aspects of 

our bodies as well 

as how out brain 

works and how we 

remember things– 

or not! 

Next term brings a 

mixed bag of hard 

work with SAT        

testing for Year 6 

and more fun 

based events such 

as sports events, 

an exciting         

residential              

experience for 

Year 6 and, of 

course, a new 

theme to explore.  



NEWSPAPER from THE 

PHOENIX FAMILY OF 

SCHOOLS 

 

For more 
information 

about news and 
events 

happening at 
Fishtoft 

Academy please 
look at our 

school website 
and our twitter 

account. 

Newspaper from 

Fishtoft Acadmey 

and the Phoenix  

Family of Schools 
 

 

School address: 

Fishtoft Academy, 

Gaysfield Road, 

Fishtoft,  

Boston,  

Lincs.  

PE21 0SF 
 
 

Tel: 01205 363139 
 

 
www.fishtoftacademy.co.uk 

Page 10        Issue 10 

http://www.esafety-adviser.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Parents-

Online-Safety-Newsletter-Edition-11.pdf 

Useful Link: 

Alan Mackenzie 

E-safety 

Diary Dates 

 

11-4-16 Start of New Term 

12-4-16 Year 6 Residential Trip Information Evening- 6:00pm  

18-4-16 Clubs Start  

9-5-16     Year 6 SAT’s Week 

13-5-16 Year 6 Residential Trip to Overstrand Hall 

16-5-16 Year 2 SAT’s Week 

  Top Up Swimming Year 6 

  Last week of clubs this week 

23-5-16 Year 2 SAT’s Week 

24-5-16 Provisional Sports Day (Key Stage 1 and 2) 

26-5-16 Y5/6 Rounders Tournament 

27-6-16 Achievement Celebration at school 9:15am 

27-5-16 Last Day of Term 

6-6-16 Start of New Term 

8-6-16  Provisional Sports Day (Key Stage 1 and 2) 

9-6-16  Y5 Kwick Cricket Tournament 

10-6-16 Summer Fayre 4:00-6:30pm 

13-6-16 Year 1 Phonics Check- all week 

24-6-16 Y3/4 Tri-Golf 

8-7-16  Key Stage 2 Orienteering 

  Clubs Finish this Week 

14-7-16 Year 3 & 4 Capture the Castle 

22-7-16 Leavers Service at the Church 

  End of Term 


