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All a bit of a blur! 

As Spring term 1 draws to a close I find myself wondering 

where January went too. Only the other day the radio            

commented on it having been a long January, yet all at school 

feel the opposite. We are still in shock that Christmas has been 

and gone and that March is fast approaching. How can that be 

possible?  

The educational horizon is constantly changing, through either 

assessment, standards or the curriculum and as a school we 

never stand still. There is always and will always be more that 

we can do to improve the opportunities and quality of learning 

experiences which we offer the children. (This is possibly why 

this academic year feels to be racing away with us.) 

Over recent months the Phoenix Family of schools has been   

reviewing the curriculum and the way in which we assess and      

report achievement and progress to you. As an academy, 

we are not obliged to follow the new national curriculum; 

however, as this is what the children are assessed on 

when they reach Y2 and Y6, it would seem silly not to  

follow it and give our children the best possible chance 

for success. 

 Much of this edition of the Fishtoft Times is to keep you  

informed of the curriculum changes that are taking place and to 

make you aware that there will be further changes made to the 

way we report progress and achievement to you over the 

course of this academic year. Watch this space. 

Finally, there have been a number of new faces join the      

Academy since Christmas, all of whom have settled quickly  into 

routines and that is largely due to the staff and children making 

them feel so  welcome. To those new children and their families 

we extend a very warm welcome. 

Have a lovely February Half Term. See you all again on Monday 

22nd February.   

 

Attendance  
03/09/15 - 05/02/16 

96.41% 

 
 

Can  we  beat 
96% and reach 

our 97%                 
target?  

 

Full Steam Ahead 
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We Love Learning! 
Striving for Outstanding... Independent Learning  
 

Children Rise to the Challenge! 

Following Albert Einstein’s words opposite, 

all staff in school are encouraging the        

children to develop positive attitudes       

towards their learning and the choices they 

make.  

We are working hard to support the           

children to become resilient, independent 

individuals who can thrive on ‘failure’ in   

order to move their learning forward.  

As most of you know, we very much               

encourage the children to question and    

challenge what they see, hear and think.    

Curiosity to find out more, asking why or 

how questions are fundamental skills that 

we wish the children to develop so that they 

become independent life-long learners.  

We want the children to take an  active role 

in what they are learning, suggesting       

further areas for investigation.  

 

Pleasingly, the children are taking greater 

responsibility for their learning by: seeking 

advice from the adults who work with them 

for ways of improving what they have done; 

looking at their next steps and responding 

to marking feedback to improve their work; 

knowing what their targets are and actively 

trying to show their teachers when they 

think they have achieved them; and finally 

by exploring class based learning at home 

and bringing their discoveries in to school. 

Keep up the great work children! 

In order to succeed,  
Your desire for  success 
should be greater than 

your fear of failure. 
 
Albert Einstein 



Curriculum  Changes 
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 What’s New? Why the big curriculum change? 

Subject What’s new? 

English 

 Stronger emphasis on vocabulary development, grammar, punctuation and spelling (for        

example, the use of commas and apostrophes will be taught in KS1) 

 Handwriting( not currently assessed under the national curriculum) is expected to be fluent, 

legible and speedy 

 Spoken English has a greater emphasis, with children to be taught debating and presenting 
skills. 

Maths 

 Five-year-olds will be expected to learn to count up to 100 (compared to 20 under the  current 

curriculum) and learn number bonds to 20 (currently up to 10) 

 Simple fractions (1/4 and 1/2) will be taught from KS1, and by the end of primary school,             

children should be able to convert decimal fractions to simple fractions (e.g. 0.375 = 3/8) 

 By the age of nine, children will be expected to know times tables up to 12×12 (currently 10×10 
by the end of primary school) 

 Calculators will not be introduced until near the end of KS2, to encourage mental arithmetic. 

Science 

 Strong focus on scientific knowledge and language, rather than understanding the nature and 

methods of science in abstract terms 

 Evolution will be taught in primary schools for the first time 

 Non-core subjects like caring for animals will be replaced by topics like the human circulatory  
system 

Design &  

technology 

 Design and Technology has become more important in the new curriculum, setting children on 

the path to becoming the designers and engineers of the future 

 More sophisticated use of design equipment such as electronics and robotics 

 In KS2, children will learn about how key events and individuals in design and technology have 
shaped the world. 

ICT 

 Computing replaces Information and Communication Technology (ICT), with a greater focus on 

programming rather than on operating programs 

 From age five, children will learn to write and test simple programs, and to organise, store and 

retrieve data 

 From seven, they will be taught to understand computer networks, including the internet 

 Internet safety – currently only taught from 11-16 – will be taught in primary schools 

Languages 
  Currently not statutory, a modern foreign language or ancient language (Latin or Greek) 

will be mandatory in KS2. Children will be expected to master basic grammar and accurate  

      pronunciation and to converse, present, read and write in the language 

The main aim is to raise standards. Although the new curriculum is intended to be more challenging, the 

content is actually slimmer than the current curriculum, focusing on essential core subject knowledge and 

skills such as essay writing and computer programming. 
 

The main changes. 
The table below summarises the main changes in the core subjects. 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/how-debating-can-benefit-your-child
http://www.theschoolrun.com/cool-classics-latin-and-ancient-greek-primary-school
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School Development 
Playground markings 
Thanks to the weather being relatively mild, we are delighted 

to be able to share with you the new look playground. Since 

the playground was resurfaced, the children have waited very 

patiently for the markings to be replaced. The School Council 

have consulted their classes and made recommendations for 

what they would like to see on their playground. Additional 

markings will be put down next academic year. 

The money raised by the School Council and Friends of Fishtoft 

has contributed to some of the costs. Thank you. 

Assessment Without Levels  

As mentioned earlier we are reviewing our assessment    

processes as a result of the new ‘National Curriculum’. We 

are developing our approach to this and how we record   

attainment, achievement and how we inform parents about 

how their children are performing against nationally agreed 

standards. The teachers will be adopting a new approach to 

this during 2015/2016 and we will be regularly reviewing its 

success to ensure that it helps us establish clearly where 

your children are, what progress they are making and most 

importantly what the next steps are in their learning.  

Our SDP 
Each academic year Fishtoft has  to review 

the SDP (School Development Plan). After 

consulting with children, staff and governors 

priorities are identified for the school to    

focus on. 

This year we are focussing on: 

1.Raising attainment in reading, maths and 

SPAG in KS1 & KS2. 

2.Assessment and feedback. Ensuring it is 

consistent throughout the school and used 

to further raise standards of  attainment.  

3.Supporting children to be confident,        

independent learners who display           

excellent attitudes to all aspects of school 

life-particularly their learning. 

4.Keeping attendance in line with,                  

preferably above, the national average           

of 96%. 

There are other areas we will be focussing 

on during the year but the above are our  

key priorities for 2015/2016.  

 

Classmates Celebrations 

At last, the new detachable touchscreen, 2 in 1devices 

have arrived and everyone is extremely excited to start 

using them. 

The one key transform button removes all boundaries of 

learning by transforming from a mini-notebook with all day 

computer capability, into a detachable tablet in an instant. 

IPC 
Constantly seeking improvements. We currently  use 

the International Primary Curriculum (IPC) as a means 

of delivering the curriculum in exciting contexts.  We 

are currently looking into other resources which are in 

line with the new curriculum and which will also       

support our assessment systems. We will keep you 

posted as soon as decisions have been made. 
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Sporting News 

Indoor Athletics  

Over the last term, Years 

3,4,5 and 6 have taken part 

in separate Indoor Athletics         

competitions at Peter Paine. 

The event is a fantastic          

opportunity for the children 

to experience new sports 

and the pleasure it brings to 

see our children supporting 

each other  is priceless. 

Congratulations to the Y3/4 

team who finished 7th and 

the Y5/6 team who finished 

8th. 

 

 
 

 

Winning Performance 
It is with pleasure that we write this section of the Fishtoft Times! As you 

know, over the last year we have worked hard to improve the opportunities 

the children have to pursue sporting interests as well as taking part in    

competitions. With each competition we take part in, the confidence of the 

children grows along with the overall position we finish. Our performance in 

competitions is improving and we are steadily moving up the rankings. 

On January 28th three children went to Tower Road Academy to take part in 

a Goal Ball competition. We are delighted to inform you that we came 1st! 

As a result, we have now qualified for the Lincolnshire School Games    

County Final on Wednesday 9th March at Grantham Meres Leisure Centre. 

We hope you will join us in congratulating the winning team- Well done! 

Cross Country 

Well done to our cross          

country team who                   

competed against other 

schools at William Lovell last 

week. The children braved 

the elements (incredibly high 

winds) and represented 

Fishtoft with fantastic               

attitudes. All children             

completed the challenging 

course and were proud of 

their achievements. 

This year the girls finished 

5th overall and the boys were 

7th.  

Upcoming Events 

There will be another cross 

country event coming up in 

March. It will be held on a 

Saturday and will be            

organised in the same way as 

the event at the Girls High 

School.  

A High Five Netball tournament 

will take place after school at 

the Thomas Middlecott         

Academy in Kirton, at the start of 

next term. 

More details to 

follow. 



Certificate Surprises 
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As with the last academic 

year,  certificates were       

presented to the children.  

The certificates were          

presented in recognition of 

effort, progress, attainment, 

attitudes to learning and        

contributions to school life.  

Again, the teachers spent the 

last 6 weeks watching,            

waiting, wondering.  

Who stood out from all the 

other hard working children? 

Who deserved a certificate? 

 

 

 

Handwriting 

Starfish: Amber Johnson 

Dolphins: Libby Bunn 

Sharks: Samanta Boca 

 

 

Science 

Starfish: Courtney Surridge 

Dolphins: Kobi Harwood 

Sharks: Sendija Lauce 

 

 

Maths 

Starfish: Keitiya Mezniece 

Dolphins: Dagmara Grinpukale 

Sharks: Filip Kossowski 

 

 

Reading 

Starfish: Joseph Hancock 

Dolphins: Jarrell Williams 

Sharks: Jakub Radziak 

 

 

Writing 

Starfish: Leah Turner 

Dolphins: Michelle Virzina 

Sharks: Vika Timoskane 

Achievement 

Starfish: Billy Jaques 
Dolphins: Grace Harwood 

Sharks: Elvis Zalkauskas 
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Attendance Update 

 
Thank you-Your Support is Appreciated! 
Many thanks to all of you for letting us know as soon as possible if your child is going to be absent from 

school through illness or medical appointments. As you know, we do continue to contact parents if we have 

not heard why your child is absent and will still be asking for evidence that medical appointments have been 

made and attended. Many thanks must go to the huge majority of you who always ensure your child is at 

school on time. There are still however a very small number of children who regularly arrive late, please do 

your best to ensure the  children are on time as they do miss vital learning time first thing every morning.  

We continue to try and improve our attendance which in 2014/2015 stood at 96%. We would dearly like to 

improve this figure but the number of unauthorised holidays that continue to be taken in term time are having 

a detrimental affect on this figure.  

As we have explained earlier in the year, from September 2015, the Department for Education’s definition for 

a Persistent Absentee is when a child’s attendance falls below 90%, rather than the 85% it was last year. 

10% is only 4 weeks spread through the year, so it is easy to see how easily your child’s attendance can fall 

below the 90% figure. Please help us to achieve our 97% target for this year. 

Parents’ Evening Attendance 

Many thanks to those of you who were able to      

attend the recent parents’ evenings. Your 

children are as important to us as they are 

you; these sessions are our chance to share 

with you how well your child is progressing 

or where they would benefit from some extra 

help at home.  
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Star fish in Action 

In our Literacy work we have watched short 

clips of Toy Story. We have described Buzz 

and Woody using adjectives. We have also 

used adverbs to describe the movement of 

the toys in the film. In other stories and 

picture books by Julia Donaldson we have 

found rhyming words and used speech marks 

for what the characters say. We have 

worked hard to improve our handwriting this 

term too!  

In IPC and topic work we 

have been learning about 

toys. We have explored 

the materials that toys 

are made of and named 

and described materials 

in Science .  

We had fun playing the tubes together! 

We also discovered that the highest/  

longest tubes played the lowest sound. 

Meanwhile, the lowest or shortest tube 

played the highest sound!  

Children in Starfish class returned to school enthusiastically after            

Christmas. After a very mild winter January brought us 

some new discoveries; especially ice! We had fun           

discovering why ice had collected in some places and not 

in others and what kept it frozen or made it melt.  

In maths we compared long 

and short lengths as well as 

measuring in cm. We ordered 

the musical ‘whack a tubes’ 

from longest to shortest. 

As January turned into February the 

daffodils and other bulbs appeared.        

Perhaps they thought that it was Spring 

time! We learned about what plants need 

and planted bulbs and seeds. We hope 

that they will grow very tall. We have 

been learning about long and short and 

measuring in cm, so this should help!  
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 Do you know 

what 

‘precipitation’ 

is? Try asking 

the children and 

they will be able 

to tell you all 

about it.  

         

Luckily this one was 

not one that we found 

in the playground!  

Habitat Search  
We explored the playground looking for various 

habitats with no stone, pot, leaf pile or block of 

wood left unturned in our search. Sadly, all that was 

discovered was a few creepy crawlies, a possible 

mouse hole and some birds nests. I think they knew 

we were coming! The thought of a class full of         

excited Dolphins was clearly too much to bare! 

Dolphins in Action 
                    This half term we have been studying animals. Our  topic 

was ‘Land, Sea and Sky’ and our science topic was ‘Habitats’ so the 

Dolphins have been very busy researching, exploring and writing 

about animals that live on the land,  in the sea and sky.  

But don’t despair the children completed lots of     

research to discover the necessary information to 

write reports on their chosen animals. The children 

have also been studying food chains discovering 

various predators and prey. 

The Dolphins can tell you all about the  

water cycle.  They have written an         

explanation report on the whole process. 

Sea Horses  

Did you know that ‘male’ 

sea horses have  babies 

not females? The        

number of eggs can vary 

from 50-150 for smaller 

species. to 1500 for  

larger species.  
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Sharks in Action 
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I can’t believe it is 

the end of another 

term and we are 

now halfway 

through the busy 

school year. All the 

children have 

worked very hard 

on a range of 

themes and are 

always willing to 

share new facts and 

skills with others. All 

the class have 

attended at least 

one sports event 

from indoor 

athletics to cross 

country running as 

well as our regular 

PE sessions and 

swimming for Year 

5. The children look 

very smart in their 

new blue PE shirts 

and are easily 

recognisable as 

ambassadors for the 

school. We are now 

keenly awaiting the 

Boston Schools 

Swimming Gala. 

MAYA 

What a busy and active 

term we have had                      

investigating life in Maya 

times. As well as  locating 

Maya settlements, we have     

studied Maya artefacts and       

recreated Cacao cups our 

own. It seemed a natural 

step to make a spicy Maya 

hot chocolate drink which 

is rumoured to give us the 

energy of the Gods. We 

also played a Maya game 

called Pok a Tok and       

listened to a traditional 

Maya story called Rain 

player. To finish we 

played and made a   Maya 

board game using beans 

for dice.  

Shark class playing Pok a Tok: a Maya 

ball game where the losers were       

sacrificed. What an incentive to win! 

A huge thank you to all 

the parents and carers 

who have been sharing 

reading time with their 

children. Many children 

completed the reading 

Advent challenge and  

several children 

have now finished 

their journey 

through the 

reading path to 

100 reads to an 

adult. Well done 

every-one from 

Shrek!  

Let there be light!  

In science we have investigated 

light. We proved that light travels 

in straight lines using torches and 

pieces of card with holes in them to 

allow the light beam to travel 

through them to hit a target. We 

needed a dark place to complete our 

experiment so worked under our 

desks with the lights off;            

Mrs Hopwood wondered where we 

had gone. We also found out how out 

eyes work. Did you know we           

actually see upside down and our 

brain puts the image the correct 

way up?  



NEWSPAPER from THE 

PHOENIX FAMILY OF 

SCHOOLS 

 

For more 
information 

about news and 
events 

happening at 
Fishtoft 

Academy please 
look at our 

school website 
and our twitter 

account. 

Newspaper from 

Fishtoft Acadmey 

and the Phoenix  

Family of Schools 
 

 

School address: 

Fishtoft Academy, 

Gaysfield Road, 

Fishtoft,  

Boston,  

Lincs.  

PE21 0SF 
 
 

Tel: 01205 363139 
 

 
www.fishtoftacademy.co.uk 
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http://www.esafety-adviser.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Parents-

Online-Safety-Newsletter-Edition-11.pdf 

Useful Link: 

Alan Mackenzie 

E-safety 

Diary Dates 
 

 

22-2-16 Start of New Term 

  What is Bullying? Whole School Assembly 

  What is Bullying? Y3 & Y4 workshop 

23-2-16 High 5 Netball at Thomas Middlecott Academy  

  (after school) 

10-3-16 Y3/4 Tennis Development Day 

17-3-16 Y3/4 Tennis Development Day 

21-3-16 Y5/6 Basketball Development Day 

24-3-16 Y5/6 Volley Ball Development Day 

  Reports to Parents 

  Church Service 1:30pm 

  End of Term 

   

Parking outside School 

It is important to stress that the vast majority of parents and visitors 

to the school, drive and park in a safe, appropriate way and display 

considerate and courteous attitudes. Unfortunately, we still have a 

small minority that, at times, drive in an unacceptable way — driving 

too fast along the road, blocking residents driveways or the main 

road. We will continue to promote safer parking, respecting the 

rights of our neighbours in the local community and if specific        

incidents do occur, we will be passing it on to the relevant               

authorities.  


