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Smiles All Round! 

FISHT    FT   TIMES 

Learning to Learn 

It is great to be back! 
Hooray, the parents and children shouted as the 5th September finally 

came around! It's that time of the year again- back to early starts in the 

morning, packed lunches, homework tribulations and the school run. 

What happened to the summer holidays and how has a term flown by so 

quickly? 

The staff and children started this new academic year, in the same way as 

always- with excitement and positivity. Any nerves were short lived, faces 

have been adorned with smiles and uniforms worn with pride. The start of 

the year has been as successful as ever and we are delighted that all of our 

children have settled quickly into their new classes and the school life  

routines. It is with much pleasure that the staff, children and governors 

would like to welcome back our existing families and extend warm          

welcomes to our new starters and their families. 

Whilst on the subject of welcomes it would be remiss not to make a special 

mention of the two new members of staff who have joined the Fishtoft 

team. After a number of successful years teaching in Reception, Mr. Roark 

joins us from Park Academy and is working in Starfish class along with 

Mrs. Shepley. Having spent many years working as a teaching assistant in 

a number of schools, Mrs. Shepley has decided to embark upon a career 

as a teacher. She will spend this year as a student teacher, working       

alongside Mr Roark. Both new staff members have already had successful 

starts to the year, but I am sure you will all help them to settle into life at 

Fishtoft Academy and make them feel a part of our ‘family’.  

 

Resilience, perseverance and learning behaviours. 

Every year brings a new focus and this year is no different. 

The teachers have started as they mean to continue: providing 

great learning opportunities which challenge, inspire and     

delight the children whilst also making them laugh. Building 

on from the work we did on outstanding attitudes last year, the 

children are being encouraged to take greater responsibility 

for their learning. They are being taught about resilience and 

ways to change their thinking when faced with challenging 

learning or situations. Why? Children need to be resilient 

learners because success isn’t always easy to attain. Trying is 

90% of the battle; if the children listen carefully, are able to 

persevere and never give up they will achieve far more. The 

teachers can only do so much, the children need to do their 

bit too in order that they reach their full potential.  

http://www.womansday.com/back-to-school/
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Macmillan Morning! 
DELICIOUS! An entire room taken over by cake…  

 

Yet again, your support was tremendous. 

Whilst we may have had fewer visitors join us 

in school for our Macmillan coffee morning, we 

had cakes galore: fruit cakes, chocolate cakes, 

coffee cake, cream cake, tarts, muffins,        

brownies, donuts and slices. The Great British 

Bake off contestants would have felt very        

inferior, had they seen the array of cakes in our 

dining room last Friday morning. 

 

For those of you who were able to join us, we 

hope you would agree that the atmosphere in 

school was super.  

 

Yet again, we raised an amazing amount of 

money for a great cause.   

 

Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

£168.07 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=3ENVa7Nh8DLLeM&tbnid=JQgf89595RQAkM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.swindon-college.ac.uk%2Fnews%2Fswindon-college-inspirations-hold-macmillan-coffee-morning
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=3ENVa7Nh8DLLeM&tbnid=JQgf89595RQAkM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.swindon-college.ac.uk%2Fnews%2Fswindon-college-inspirations-hold-macmillan-coffee-morning
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RWI- All Change 

For the last few years Fishtoft has taught 

reading through a scheme called RWI. As of 

September, we changed our approach and 

are now using the Dfe Letters and Sounds 

programme to teach the skills for reading 

and early spelling. The RWI books and      

stories to accompany the introduction to 

sounds will continue to be used to support 

the delivery of Letters and Sounds. 

There are a number of websites which can 

be accessed by parents to support their       

children with recognising sounds. The RWI 

website has videos and tutorials which are 

still relevant, but another one which we are 

using in school and you may find useful is: 

 

 

Why not take a look.  

‘Get Spelling’ 

As many of you will already be aware, 

spelling was a priority for the whole school 

last year. There was a particular focus on 

the first 100 and next 200 most commonly 

used words, otherwise known as the High 

Frequency words. We sent these spellings 

home, along with additional lists of words 

the English curriculum expects children to 

be able to spell in Years 1 and 2, Years 3 

and 4 and Years 5 and 6.  

We continue to have spelling as a focus and 

are using the RWI ‘Get Spelling’                  

programme to deliver discreet spelling    

sessions from Years 2-6. These sessions       

focus on spelling patterns, teach strategies 

to remember tricky words, look at ‘root 

words’- where words derive from and the 

definitions of words- amongst much, much 

more. 

Over the last academic year we have been                          

developing our assessment system and bringing it in line 

with the new curriculum expectations. Point scores and 

levels have gone and we now track the progress and     

attainment of children using years and months.  

The chart below shows you where children are expected 

to be working at the end of the academic year, in order to 

be working within Age Related Expectations.  

So, if your child is in Y3 and their attainment is between 8 

years 2 months and 8 years 10 months, they are working 

within the expected age range. If your child is in Year 3 

and their attainment at the end of the year is  below 8 

years 2 months, they are working below the expected 

standard. To be working beyond the expected standard a 

Year 3 child would have to reach 8 years and 12 months or 

more. 

We will be keeping you informed of your child’s                 

attainment throughout the year- verbally at parents’        

evenings in November and February. We will also send 

home a new look attainment, effort and attendance report 

card at the end of the Autumn and Spring terms. The        

annual written report, will continue to be sent home in July 

with the opportunity for  parents to make  appointments to 

come in to school to discuss the contents. 

As always, parents are welcome to make appointments at 

any time to meet their children's class teachers to discuss 

progress and attainment. 

Year  End-of -year Expected attainment bands 

EYFS 5 years 2 months        -        5 years 10 months 

Y1 6 years 2months         -        6 years 10 months 

Y2 7 years 2months         -        7 years 10 months 

Y3 8 years 2months         -        8 years 10 months 

Y4 9 years 2months         -        9 years 10 months 

Y5 10 years 2months        -       10 years 10 months 

Y6 11 years 2months         -       11 years 10 months 

End-of -year Expected attainment bands 

Reporting Progress Update 

Curriculum Updates 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiphpLMqtPPAhXFVxoKHQLRBVMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwebfronter.com%2Fhavering%2FStPetersRomfordWeb%2Fmenu0%2FPhonics_Play%2FPhonics_Play.html&psig=AFQjCNHGgn61uI3v
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Curriculum In Action 



More Updates 
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P.E at Tollfield 

Each class, will take it in turns to visit the Haven 

High, Tollfield campus sports hall for two terms 

during the course of this academic year. 

They will be collected from school on a Monday 

afternoon and will travel by coach. These sessions 

will be used to deliver areas of the P.E curriculum 

and will be delivered by our class teachers.  

Dolphin class have thoroughly enjoyed their time 

there this term. Shark class will 

be using the facilities after       

October half term until           

Christmas. In January, it will be 

the turn of Star Fish class. 
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Our Academy Councillors 

Meet The JRSOs 

Marvellous Music 

To support teachers with the delivery 

of music this year, we are very         

fortunate to have enlisted Mrs Cooper 

who works with the Lincolnshire 

School Music Team. Mrs Cooper will 

work with Dolphin class and then 

Shark class for a term and a half each 

to deliver a music  project. 

At the end of each project 

there will be a presentation 

to parents. 

We are delighted to introduce Ellis Bunn 

and Austeja Stonkute who have been 

elected the Fishtoft academy JRSO’s. 

They have taken on the responsibility 

for promoting safe travel to and from 

school- by foot, bike, car or bus. 

Part of their responsibility is to lead    

assemblies and launch competitions. 

Their first assembly was a great success! 

Campaigning took place. Votes were placed, counted and 

checked; results have been verified. We are excited to    

introduce our Academy Council. They have the great       

responsibility of listening to the other children in their class 

and working with the staff in school to make suggestions for 

ways they would like school to be further improved. They 

will also be expected to organise and lead school events. 

We look forward to seeing what our Academy Council do 

this year. 
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Parent Survey Results-2016 
As always, your comments and support are much appreciated and a vital part of being able                         

to move Fishtoft forward as we strive to provide the very best education and opportunities                                          

for your children. 

Your concerns will always be listened to. If ever a concern should arise the quicker we are                                                   

informed about it the swifter we can resolve any possible issues.  

Many thanks to all the parents who completed the recent questionnaires at parents’ evening this week.                                   

As with last year, we are proud to share the results. 

The results show that we have maintained our 100% record in all but one area. This year 

we are delighted by the vastly increased percentage of strongly agrees. No category was 

less that 82% strongly agree. Thank you everyone for your continued support! 

100% of parents would recommend Fishtoft Academy. 

100% of parents say their children are happy and feel safe at school. 

100% of parents feel that Fishtoft Academy is well led and managed. 

100% of parents feel that we respond well to any concerns raised. 

100% of parents say we deal effectively with bullying. 

100% of parents say we make sure our children are well behaved. 

100% of parents feel they receive valuable information about their child’s progress. 

100% of parents feel that their children are well taught. 

91% of parents feel that the homework children receive is age appropriate. 

Homework Hassles 

Homework is one of those areas which schools can 
find difficult to strike the right balance for all parents. 
There are some parents who would like their children to 
receive more homework and there are those who 
would prefer less. 

Having discussed this as a staff, at  present we feel we 
have the quantity sent home as fair as possible. Should 
you wish to discuss this further, please don’t hesitate to 
speak to your child’s class teacher.   

Zero-tolerance! 

We are always working with the children to help 

them understand the term bullying; the difference 

between ‘falling out’ and ‘bullying’. We are proud 

and fortunate of the  family feel at Fishtoft Academy 

and the care and compassion which all children show 

one another. Whilst it would be the ideal, we can           

never promise that bullying will never happen. We 

can however promise that if concerns are raised to us, 

we will investigate swiftly and deal with them with a 

zero-tolerance attitude. Bullying in any of its forms will 

not be tolerated at Fishtoft Academy.  



 

Certificate Surprises 
As with the last academic 

year, certificates have been      

presented to the children.  

The certificates were          

presented in recognition of 

effort, progress, attainment, 

attitudes to learning and        

contributions to school life.  

Again, the teachers spent the 

term watching, waiting and 

wondering.  

Who stood out from all the 

other hard working children? 

Who deserved a certificate? 

 

 

 

Achievement 

Starfish: Eymen Ganidagli 
Dolphins: Codie-Lei Eastick 

Sharks: Taylor Surridge 
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Attendance Update 
 Class Attendance  

 

Autumn  Term 1   

1st place:  Star Fish 98.6 %    

2nd place: Sharks   97.6%        

3rd place:  Dolphins 97.4%  

 

Year to Date 

1st place: Starfish 

2nd place: Sharks 

3rd place:  Dolphins    Attendance  

05/09/16 - 12/10/16 

97.76% 

 2016-2017         
Attendance        

Target … 

97% 

Handwriting 

Starfish: Charlie Bisby 

Dolphins: Gabrielius Matusevicius 

Sharks: Ebony Crozier 

 

 

Science 

Starfish: Ava Massey 

Dolphins: Callum Teft 

Sharks: Dainius Vasalauskas 

 

 

Maths 

Starfish: Orson Kibby 

Dolphins: Ryan Manning 

Sharks: Aivonas Dicpetris 

 

 

Reading 

Starfish: Keaton Revell 

Dolphins: Leah Turner 

Sharks: Grace Lumley 

 

 

Writing 

Starfish: Billy Jaques 

Dolphins: Ariele Kujalyte 

Sharks: Wiktor Kossowski 

Polite Reminder: 

Please remember that holidays 

in term time are not permitted 

and will not be authorised.     

Absence due to illness can not 

be avoided, but please contact 

the school office before 9:00am 

to let us know. 
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Star fish in Action 
As the first term draws to a close, the new reception 

children have all settled in well. They have been 

creating new friendships and learning the daily rules 

and routines at Fishtoft Academy. The Year 1 children 

have helped the reception children to integrate well 

and have also made myself and Mrs Shepley feel 

welcome as a new members of the Fishtoft family. 

This terms Topic has been based 

around Dinosaurs. This has involved 

looking at dinosaur themed stories 

(Dinosaur Roar, Gigantosauras) as 

well as a variety of factual books 

about Dinosaurs. As part of our 

science investigation ’Whose Poo?’, 

the children looked at “Dinosaur poo” 

to find out if the poo came from a 

carnivore, a herbivore or an omnivore. 

They thoroughly enjoyed this 

observational and explorative 

investigation.  

They have also looked at archaeologists’ and palaeontologists’, how they excavate and find 

fossils and dinosaur bones. Why they dig for bones and what they do with them afterwards. The 

children have even tried to dig for fossils themselves, chipping away, and brushing off the dust, 

to dig the dinosaurs out of the clay and sand bricks. 



Dolphins in Action 
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We can’t wait  

for another 

exciting  visit 

from Zoo Lab 

after half term. 

I’m sure it will 

be very 

educational and 

great fun! 

Our new topic for this term is Srumdiddlyumptious so 

our main focus is Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. So 

far we have watched the film and are currently reading 

the book. We have  been very busy writing recounts, 

diary entries and much more in the role of different  

characters. We have even designed our veru own 

sweet wrappers for Mr Willy Wonka’s factory. Our 

scrumptious topic will continue after half term so watch 

this space! 

Some lucky children have won their 

very own ‘Golden Ticket’ allowing 

them a  special visit into our             

inventing room. There have been 

lots of wonderful new inventions   

using lots of exciting colours and 

flavours. I’m sure Mr Wonka  can’t 

wait to taste them! 

I cant believe it’s half term already. Where has the time 

gone? The Dolphins are settling in well and are looking 

forward to the break after such a busy start.  

As part of the new Trust, we have 

been lucky enough to use Tollfield 

Hall each week for our PE lessons. 

We have loved the space and the 

freedom to run around and have 

made the most of playing lots of 

warm up games. We have also 

practiced our basketball skills; we 

have learning how to pass and 

throw the ball correctly with some 

control. There have been some 

very competitive Dolphins with 

great basketball skills and much 

success in getting the ball into the 

hoop. We have some great        

basketball  players in the making.  
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Sharks in Action 
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It’s a new school 

year and a new 

Sharks class. We are 

a mixed group of 

year 4,5 and 6 all 

working very hard 

and making new 

friends. The school 

aims for outstanding 

in every way and 

Shark class has  

tried to meet this 

level in work and 

behavior. We now 

have a team captain 

and vice captain for 

each team ,who 

have a range of 

tasks within the 

school. These 

include collecting 

team points, 

announcing the 

weekly and termly 

winners as well as 

other tasks during 

the year. 

Congratulations 

team captains, vice 

captains and school 

councilors. Keep 

focused as prefects 

are next. 

The new curriculum wants all children 

to understand the how and why part 

of maths as well as being able to  

complete calculations. During this 

term, Shark class have been looking 

at the mastery level of maths where 

children can use and apply maths 

skills learnt previously. We enjoyed 

several busy sessions using a range of 

equipment to create decimal          

calculations, ordering decimals based 

on measured triple jumps and many 

ICT based games where we got to be 

even faster using skills. We had to order the chicken’s eggs using the 

decimal numbers written on the eggs. Some 

of us managed to beat the chick! 

During the year we will be         

learning how to be multiplication 

superheroes by beating the 

times of superheroes for tables 

facts. Some children have        

beaten Batman already and are 

now  trying to defeat Hawk Girl 

using 3x and 4x tables. 

In Science we have been              

investigating different circuits. 

We found that we could make a 

circuit using our bodies to make 

the ghost ball light up!  

We can now record the circuits 

using electrical symbols for        

motors and buzzers as well as 

light bulbs. We investigated what 

happens to the circuit when we 

increase the voltage. The light 

shone very brightly with 9v. 

We also found out how to reverse 

the direction of the motor. If you 

want to know how, ask a Shark! 

We are very excited about a class trip to an 

evacuation experience. It involves dressing up 

as an evacuee, a steam train ride and a         

wartime meal. How exciting! 



NEWSPAPER from THE 

PHOENIX FAMILY OF 

SCHOOLS 

For more 
information 

about news and 
events 

happening at 
Fishtoft 

Academy please 
look at our 

school website 
and our twitter 

account. 

Newspaper from 

Fishtoft Acadmey  
 

 

School address: 

Fishtoft Academy, 

Gaysfield Road, 

Fishtoft,  

Boston,  

Lincs.  

PE21 0SF 
 
 

Tel: 01205 363139 
 

 
www.fishtoftacademy.co.uk 

Diary Dates 

 

31-10-16 Start of New Term 

  Swimming starts today 

  Clubs start this week 

3-11-16 Individual Photographs- SMILE! 

  Y1,2,3 Flu Vaccines 

7-11-16 Shark Class- PE at Tollfield (6 weeks) 

10-11-16 Zoo Lab Visit 

16-11-16 Woodwind Trio in school 

18-11-16 Shark Class- Stibbington trip 

26-11-16 KS 2 Cross Country- High School 

5-12-16 Last week of clubs 

12-2-16 No Clubs this week 

  Shark Class- Last week at Tollfield 

16-12-16 Whole school trip to Blackfriars  

19-12-16 NO SWIMMING this week 

20-12-16 Christmas party day 

21-12-16 End of Term 

  End of term church service 1:30pm 

  Reports to Parents 

   

 3-1-16 Start of New Term 
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http://www.esafety-adviser.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/DITTO-Sept-2016.pdf 

Useful Link: 

Alan Mackenzie 

E-safety 
 


