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THANK-YOU! 

FISHT    FT   TIMES 

Exciting Times Ahead! 
Fact: Fishtoft Academy is a wonderful place to work and learn.  

Why? Well where do I begin?  Let’s begin with the children who you    

entrust into our care. Obviously, there is the incredibly hardworking 

staff who go above and beyond to provide the best they possibly can 

for the children. We have supportive parents and governors and a              

community beyond the immediate school, who make Fishtoft Academy 

and all that we do feel truly valued.  

Beyond the children and people involved with the school, we move     

onto the elements which are less tangible and based around values,          

feelings and day to day observations. At Fishtoft, we really are one big 

family who revel in the successes of one another and rally around in 

times of need. Every adult who visits the school, mentions the                   

genuinely warm, welcoming feeling which emanates through the  

building and the visible sense of pride for Fishtoft Academy, from the 

children. The sense of belonging which this creates is special and a 

fabulous foundation upon which staff can build to create confident,     

passionate children who take responsibility for their learning and 

strive to achieve goals and aspirations for their future. In the words of 

the children: ‘You don’t have to be the biggest to be the best. At 

Fishtoft Academy we may be small but we are MIGHTY!’  

When I joined Fishtoft Academy, it was always thinking that I would be here forever. However, there 

are times in life when despite all the very best of intentions, decisions have to made which can be both 

unexpected and difficult. As my journey at Fishtoft has been so rewarding and thoroughly enjoyable, 

it was with a heavy heart that I made the decision to move on to another school.  

I am fully aware of the journey that some of our children and you as parents at Fishtoft Academy have 

endured over the years; I wish to reassure you that the school and your children’s education is in a 

fantastic place and I am very confident that the successes which we have enjoyed over the last few 

years will continue to be built upon as all stakeholders continue to strive for outstanding.  

Working with Mrs Brown over the last couple of weeks has been 

a pleasure and I know from our many conversations that already 

she sees what a wonderful place Fishtoft Academy is. 

Since becoming part of the Fishtoft team, everyone who is and 

has been part of the school and local community has been            

nothing but supportive. I whole-heartedly wish to thank you all:     

children, staff, parents and governors, for the support and            

kindness which has been shown to me during my time here.   

It is with fondness and a sense of great pride that I will look back 

on my time at Fishtoft . Thank you everyone! 
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Generous Donation! 
Fishtoft staff, children and governors are overwhelmed…  

 

At the start of this term we had a most unexpected but very welcome 

surprise: an incredibly generous financial donation was made to 

school. As you can imagine, we had a considerable wish list and as 

generous as the sum of money was it wouldn't be enough to buy a 

hall; the Academy Council consulted each class and the staff with 

regards to what they felt were priorities on the list. The staff          

discussed expanding the books in our reading scheme and the       

children were most keen to replenish the playground toys which 

through wear and tear need to be constantly updated. The children 

also suggested purchasing a robust storage unit which could stay on 

the playground, so that the toys could be easily accessed at all times 

as well as helping to better look after the equipment. 

 

On behalf of the staff, children and governors we would like to      

extend our sincere thanks to the person from within our school        

community who made the donation. Once all purchases have been 

made and are in school we will be putting lots of photographs in the 

Fishtoft Times so that you can see just how much the children have 

benefited from your generosity.  

 

 

 

 

Initial ideas for how the donation will be spent. 
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Trips and Visitors 

Children were met by a billeting officer who took them 

off the train and walked with them to the village to see 

where they would be living. 

She checked their hands were clean and that they didn’t 

have lice in their hair. Phew  everyone passed! 

Everyone walked through the fields to the village where 

they would be staying during the war. The children saw the 

houses they would be sent to. Some were not billeted with 

their brothers and sisters but would be able to collect them 

in the morning to walk them to school. 

Oh no! There was a gas attack. The children learnt how to 

put their gas masks on and how they could still complete 

lessons with them on. 

 Next there was an air raid. Everyone had to race out of the 

school and into a shelter to stay safe until the bombing 

raid was over. It was dark and quite scary but the children  

sang songs and huddled together until it was over. 

Shark Class had an amazing trip to Stibbington to enhance their theme for the term called ‘War 

Child.’ The staff, parent helpers and children had to spend the day dressed in war time outfits 

and experienced a day in the life of a war child. 
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More Trips and Visitors 
To end their ‘Scrumdiddlyumptious’ 

theme with a wow factor, Mrs Hatter 

arranged for people from Freshtime 

to visit school. The Freshtime team 

bought all sorts of different fresh 

food into school for us to taste. The 

room was a hive of activity and     

everyone had a thoroughly             

enjoyable afternoon. 



More Updates 
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P.E at Tollfield 

So far, Shark and Dolphin class have taken 

it in turns to visit the Haven High, Tollfield 

campus sports hall for their P.E lessons. 

They have really enjoyed being able to 

experience a range of activities and try out 

their skills in a great space. 

In January, it will be the turn of Star Fish 

class. They will be collected from school 

on a Monday afternoon and 

will travel by coach. These 

sessions will be used to     

deliver areas of the P.E     

curriculum and will be        

delivered by our class teachers.  
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Pyjama Day  

Our Pyjama day  was another great success 

and raised just over £50 for the NSPCC and 

Children in Need.  

Christmas Squares 

Centre Point- overwhelmed by                 

generosity of our donations. Amazed at 

how supportive parents in a small 

school are- Thank you!  

Many thanks to all who donated food items on 

the last day of term. For anyone who didn’t see 

the extent of our parental generosity, the entire 

desk in Mrs Baxter’s office was covered and 

piled high. We received a lovely letter of thanks 

from the Centre Point team. 

Charitable Events 

Marvellous Music 

As you may be aware, in the last Fishtoft 

Times we explained that we would be 

having music projects delivered to  

Shark and Dolphin classes 

by Mrs Cooper.                                   

Unfortunately, this hasn’t 

taken place as planned this 

half term due to an accident 

which Mrs Cooper was              

involved in. The staff,                

children and governors wish 

Mrs Cooper a very speedy  

recovery and look forward to seeing 

her in school in the New Year. 

To raise money for school which will be added to our generous donation, we held a squares 

fundraiser. This was left in the school office for parents to select squares and taken around the 

local community. Mrs Brown kindly drew the numbers and we are pleased to announce that 

we had many happy recipients of prizes which ranged from £50 to jewellery, a quilt, cinema 

and bowling tickets and wine. In addition, we raised over £250 for the school. Our Summer 

fete will be our next big fundraiser- remember to let the office know if you are willing and 

able to help organise aspects of it. 



 

Certificate Surprises 
As with the last academic 

year, certificates have been      

presented to the children.  

The certificates were          

presented in recognition of 

effort, progress, attainment, 

attitudes to learning and        

contributions to school life.  

Again, the teachers spent the 

term watching, waiting and 

wondering.  

Who stood out from all the 

other hard working children? 

Who deserved a certificate? 

 

 

 

Achievement 

Starfish:  Leo Hill 
Dolphins: Leah Unwin 

Sharks:  Austeja Stonkute 
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Attendance Update 
 Class Attendance  

 

Autumn  Term 2   

1st place:  Sharks 97.49% 

2nd place: Dolphins 96.69% 

3rd place:  Star Fish 96.5% 

 

Year to Date 

1st place: Sharks 97.48% 

2nd place: Star Fish 96.97% 

3rd place: Dolphins 96.79% 

Attendance  

05/09/16 - 16/12/16 

97.15% 

 2016-2017         
Attendance        

Target … 

97% 

Handwriting 

Starfish: Diana Krastina 

Dolphins: Elijah Evans 

Sharks: Matthew Birna 

 

 

Science 

Starfish: Kinga Birna 

Dolphins: Maja Pudelko 

Sharks: Alfie Bisby 

 

 

Maths 

Starfish: Jessica Isachi 

Dolphins: Maya Wozniak 

Sharks: Ronnie Farr 

 

 

Reading 

Starfish: Deimantas Jursenas 

Dolphins: Isabelle Fitzpatrick 

Sharks:  Tyler Turner 

 

 

Writing 

Starfish: Harley Manning 

Dolphins: Libby Bunn 

Sharks: Michelle Virzina 
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This term, the children have worked really hard 

as we have rehearsed for our Christmas 

Nativity performance. They have enjoyed 

learning all the new songs and rehearsing their 

parts in the story. They are very excited about 

performing in front of the whole school and the 

parents at the church. 

Zoo lab came in to school at the start of 

term as an exit point for our topic about 

Dinosaurs. The children loved seeing 

and handling a variety of animals from 

rats, to snakes and tarantulas. Ask them 

if they can remember any interesting 

facts about all the different animals. 

From this, we moved into talking about 

the different parts of our bodies. They 

have enjoyed activities such as sticking 

labels all over each others bodies as they 

try to name their arms, legs, face, 

shoulders and feet.  

We are looking forward to the New year when Starfish begin their new topic on superheroes. 

We would like to ask for any donations of old superhero costumes, in particular those older 

children that have grown out of theirs, to give children a wider variety of costumes to dress up 

in, in our role play area. We are always very grateful for the support of the Parents at Fishtoft 

Academy, which is what makes this school so unique. 

Star fish in Action 

Over the past few weeks we have move into learning about the Christmas story to gain a 

deeper understanding about our performance. 

As we move towards Christmas we have been getting stuck in with a variety of Christmas 

craft activities, such as making stars for the Christmas tree, how to make a card, creating 

Christmas tree collages and how to wrap up a present. 



Dolphins in Action 
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In maths, 

we have  

been using  

our knowledge 

and skills to help 

Willy Wonka 

and  the 

Ooompa 

Loompas  

solve a number 

of problems. It 

has been tricky 

at times but we 

did it! 

This term we have continued studying Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory. We have been busy developing our 

literacy skills; using descriptive language for added detail 

and learning how to use varying sentences and            

punctuation to create suspense and effect. Looking at the 

quality of the writing, I have to say I think we have some 

amazing authors in the making. Watch this space!  

I’m sure Willy Wonka would love to 

have some of our amazing inventions 

as more lucky children have won 

‘Golden Tickets’ to visit our very 

own inventing room. There have 

been a number of new and exciting 

inventions using wonderful colours, 

flavours and designs.  

Scrumdiddlyumptious! 

We have been busy keeping active by 

learning various ‘oompa loompa’         

dances. You may want to ask your child 

for a demonstration. In fact you may 

even want to join in! It’s great fun. :)  

 

 

 

In science, we have explored similarities 

and differences  between animal and 

human diets and nutritional needs. Also 

we have studied how the muscles help 

control our movements and how our  

skeletons protect our vital organs. 
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Sharks in Action 
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We are nearly at 

Christmas and a 

third of the way 

through the year. 

Sharks have 

continued to work 

hard and with 

unending 

enthusiasm—no 

matter how tricky or 

unusual the lesson 

might be. This term 

has seen Sharks 

class transformed 

into 1940’s 

evacuees, become 

imprisoned in the 

attic with Anne 

Frank as well as 

creating Morse code 

machines to send 

secret spy 

messages for help. 

As you can probably 

guess the theme for 

this term is A child’s 

war based on the 

experiences of 

children living 

through the 2nd 

World War, both in 

Britain and abroad. 

On November 18th Shark class 

were evacuated to Stibbington 

village. We arrived on a steam 

train, leaving behind parents and 

homes. All we could take were our 

gas masks and a small parcel tied 

in brown paper. We were labelled 

like parcels and sent to the safety 

of the countryside. The whole day 

was spent in role with new names, 

homes and guardians (just as it 

was for the real evacuees) We 

had to complete wartime lessons 

and even had a wartime lunch… 

mmm spam sandwiches all round! 

Arriving at the station to be met by the            

billeting officer, Miss Smith. It was a long, 

cold walk to our new homes across the fields. 

During the war, it as often hard 

to get messages through to other 

people, especially if they were 

secret spy messages! We used our 

electricity skills to make switches 

to control the flow of electricity 

in a Morse code machine. We  

complete US Marine training so 

we could send messages to other 

people using Morse code. We 

could even decode messages we 

received back. However we           

weren't as fast as the American 

operators we saw in the training 

film! We learnt to use semaphore 

too! Christmas is the time of  

Advent calendars and 

we have made a special 

calendar of our own.. It 

is an Advent reading 

challenge with 25   

reading challenges to 

complete during the 

course of December. 

Who can complete all 

25? Bring it back, 

signed by an adult in 

January. 

To complete our WW2 theme, we shall be  

having a V.E. day party at the end of term to 

celebrate the end of the war in Europe. We 

shall write speeches to share our thoughts. 

We listened to speeches by Churchill. 



NEWSPAPER from THE 

PHOENIX FAMILY OF 

SCHOOLS 

For more 
information 

about news and 
events 

happening at 
Fishtoft 

Academy please 
look at our 

school website 
and our twitter 

account. 

Newspaper from 

Fishtoft Acadmey  
 

 

School address: 

Fishtoft Academy, 

Gaysfield Road, 

Fishtoft,  

Boston,  

Lincs.  

PE21 0SF 
 
 

Tel: 01205 363139 
 

 
www.fishtoftacademy.co.uk 

Diary Dates 

 

3-1-17 Start of New Term 

 

A list of dates will be sent out during the first week 

of the new term. 
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http://www.esafety-adviser.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/DITTO-Sept-2016.pdf 

Useful Link: 

Alan Mackenzie 

E-safety 
 


